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DEFINITION
This policy adopts definitions of giftedness and talent based on Gagne’s (2003) Differential Model of Giftedness and Talent.


Gifted students are those whose potential is distinctly above average in one or more of the following domains of human ability: intellectual, creative, social and physical.


Talented students are those whose skills are distinctly above average in one or more areas of human performance.
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Communication Process for the identification and support of gifted and talented students

IDENTIFICATION
Procedures for identification should be multifaceted, involving parents / caregivers, students, teachers, and other professionals. The identification procedure must:

· be school-wide

· use multiple criteria

· be inclusive

· be dynamic and continuous

· be culturally fair

· ensure that all domains of giftedness and fields of talent are identified

· recognize degrees of giftedness and talent

· be organized and linked to differentiation

· allow for early identification and identification at all stages

· enable input from everyone involved.

(NSW. Department of Education and Training.

 Policy for the Education of Gifted and Talented Students. 2004. p.7)

Types of Identification

Subjective:

Teacher nomination

Nomination by parent / caregiver

Peer Nomination

Self-nomination

Objective:
Standardised tests

Individual IQ

Group IQ

School assessment – product / performance – Data Tracking Sheets
Rating scales

Creative tests

Competitions
Extra curricula attainments
NOMINATING STUDENTS FOR IDENTIFICATION - PROCEDURES 
Classroom Teacher:

1. Complete the relevant ‘teacher’ forms found in the back of this policy.

Teachers may nominate a child for assessment and evaluation by completing the following forms:

· ‘Teacher Nomination form’
· ‘Teacher Nomination form – Gifted Underachiever’.
· ‘Profiles of a gifted and talented student form’ (if requested by G&T Committee)
(See SUPPORT MATERIALS at back of this policy.)

2. Present them to a member of G&T Committee
3. If approached by a parent, offer them relevant ‘parent’ forms found in back of this policy.

4. Arrange to meet with G&T Committee to discuss parental issues raised. (Bring completed ‘parent’ form to this meeting.)

Parent / Caregiver:

1. Arrange an appointment with your child’s class teacher to discuss issues.

2. Request the appropriate ‘parent’ forms to complete for identification purposes.

Parents may nominate their child for assessment and evaluation by completing one of the following forms:

· ‘Nominations by Parent of Preschooler’
· ‘Nominations by Parent’      (suitable for K - 6)
(See SUPPORT MATERIALS at back of this policy.)

School Counsellor:

1.  The school counsellor may contribute to the identification process by:

· Conducting psychometric assessment

2.   Attend G&T Committee meeting with results of psychometric assessment.

Student:

Students may be invited to be part of the identification process by completing the following form:

· ‘Self-nomination form’ 
(See SUPPORT MATERIALS at back of this policy.)

Stage Supervisors:

1. Supervisors may nominate students on the basis of on-going whole school / stage test results (e.g. Waddington Reading Test, South Australian Spelling Test, B.S.T.)

2.  Meet with class teacher to discuss whole school / stage test results of ‘nominated’ student.
3. Attend G&T Committee meeting with results of assessment.
Gifted and Talented Committee
1. Assessment – the G&T committee are responsible for the collection and collation of the following student data 
a. Class data/School Data Tracking Sheets

b. ACER standardized tests

c. Psychometric assessment

d. Numeracy and literacy tests
e. Basic Skills Test results

f. Observations

g. Surveys
2. Focus group – will be developed as a pool of candidates for the combined classes. The group will be made up from:

· students in current combined classes

· teacher and preschool nominations

· parent nominations

· supervisor nominations

· G&T committee nominations

· School counsellor nominations

3. New Enrolments


School based data collection prior to joining focus group and combined class.
PROGRAMS AND STRATEGIES
“It is critical that gifted and talented students be given appropriate opportunity, stimulation and experiences to develop their potential.” 

(NSW. DET, 2004, p.6)

“Schools have a responsibility to develop a school policy for the education of gifted and talented students and, where appropriate, a KLA policy.”
(NSW. DET, 2004, p.9)

With this in mind, Hazelbrook Public School will provide identified students with the most appropriate placement strategy for those students. This may be:-
1.
Acceleration:

“Acceleration is a set of administrative strategies that enable educators to cater efficiently and effectively for the diversity of cognitive development, needs and competencies of gifted and talented students.”
(NSW. DET, 2004, p.8)
Acceleration allows gifted and talented students to progress through educational programs at a faster rate than other students. It should not be confused with program modification/curriculum differentiation.

Types of Acceleration (as applicable to Hazelbrook Public School)
Types of Acceleration based on recognition of readiness/superior achievement
	1. Early entrance to Kindergarten
	The student is admitted to school prior to the age specified for normal entry – psychometric assessment required.

	2. Year or Stage advancement
	The student is moved ahead of normal stage placement.

	3. Continuous placement
	The student is given material deemed appropriate for current achievement as he or she becomes ready.

	4. Self paced instruction
	The student is given materials that allow him/her to proceed at a self-selected pace (online learning)

	5. Subject matter acceleration
	The student is placed for part of the day with students at more advanced levels.

	6. Combined classes
	The student is placed in classes where two or more year levels are combined to allow younger students to interact socially and academically with older students.


Types of Acceleration based on the recognition of need for faster pace

	1. Curriculum compacting
	The student is given less drill and repetition and moves faster through the curriculum.

	2. Curriculum telescoping
	The student spends less time than usual in a course of study.

	3. Mentorships
	The student learns with a mentor who provides skills in a specialised area at an appropriate pace.


Guidelines for formation of combined classes
· Students will be selected from the Focus Group for inclusion in combined classes K-6.

· Fluidity – students will be included in mainstream or combined classes according to data collected in relation to their performance in varying learning situations. Students may be relocated to the mainstream class if needed. An learning profile to be collected by class teacher and forwarded to new class teacher.
· combined classes composition, learning programs and assessment practices be reviewed each term.

· At end of term 3, classes will be evaluated with surveys to parents. Students, combined class teachers and all other teaching staff. 

(See SUPPORT MATERIALS at back of this policy.)
Kindergarten
· Preschools will be given nomination forms.
· Revised parent nomination forms given with enrolment packages

· Good Start Program – an G&T information session for new parents.
· G&T committee Observations during Term 1, Weeks 1 and 2.

· Kindergarten teacher nominations early term 1.

· Kindergarten placements to occur before mid term.
2. Curriculum Differentiation:
“Curriculum for gifted and talented learners has been guided by certain beliefs which include the following:
· The needs of gifted learners encompass cognitive, affective, social and aesthetic areas of curriculum experiences.

· Gifted students are best served by a curriculum that incorporates both accelerated and enriched learning.

· Curriculum experiences for gifted learners need to be thoughtfully planned, written down and incorporate explicit assessment.

(Van Tassel-Baska, 2003)

This can be done through:

· Grouping

	Full-time ability grouping
	Students are placed in selective schools or full time, selected extension classes.

	Multi-age classroom
	Students are grouped by their achievement level in subject rather than grade or age level.

	Regrouping by achievement for subject instruction
	Students are sorted into different classes according to their subject ability or achievement, resulting in flexible sorting of students within school to match curriculum with student level.

	A cluster-grouped class
	The top 5-8 high ability students are placed in the same class where they have access to a differentiated curriculum.

	Within-class performance grouping
	Students are sorted by topic or subject to provide differentiated learning for each group.

	Co-operative grouping with like-ability learners
	Groups of learners are organized in three to four- member teams and the group task is adjusted accordingly.

	A pull-out [withdrawal] program for students gifted in a specific area
	Students are withdrawn from class regularly.


· Individualized Planning

Examples of instructional management: individualization

	Individual educational plan
	A written plan for making and delivering the curriculum to an exceptional child

	Talent development
	Provision of opportunities for a high-ability or talented student, through either individual work or work in a like-ability group

	Individual mentoring or tutoring
	An opportunity to engage intellectually in an area of deep interest with an expert

	Non graded/continuous progress classes
	Placement of students in a class independent of age or grade, enabling progression through the curriculum at an appropriate pace

	Multi-grade or multi-age classes
	Combining two or three grade levels into one classroom and placing the brightest children as the youngest children in the classroom

	
	(Rogers, 2002)


Taxonomy of Learning [Bloom]
 
(See SUPPORT MATERIALS at back of this policy.)
HOME AND SCHOOL
“Schools are required to organize and publicise home and school communication channels for the purpose of sharing information about gifted and talented students.”

(NSW. DET, 2004a, p.9)

To assist gifted and talented students it is essential for the home/school link to be strong. This can be achieved through:
· Parental participation in the identification process

· Policy is made available to all parents

· Parents are involved in developing suitable learning programs

· Establish an ongoing communication process between home and school
· Provide information to parents about selective high schools, OC classes, specialist programs etc
· Parents/class teacher involved in monitoring and evaluating the learning program

MONITORING AND EVALUATION

The learning programs designed for gifted and talented students need to be monitored, evaluated and updated.
· Who? All personnel involved in the program – teacher, stage supervisor, G & T team, LST team, parents and student [ where appropriate]

· When? At the end of six weeks, then at least once per term. Or as needed. [ for Individual Education Programs]
· How? Using qualitative and quantitative measures written into the learning program. Progress measured according to learning outcomes.

· Tracking sheet for each student identified in combined classes
· G&T calendar – schedule for committee meetings and combined class reviews and other relevant information.
· Teacher Professional Learning program to be implemented.
SUPPORT MATERIALS
· Teacher Nominations – form
· Parent Nominations K-6 – form

· Nomination by parent or caregiver

· Teacher Nominations – Preschool – form

· Parent Nominations – Preschool – form

· Nominations by Teacher – second form

· Teacher Nomination Form: Gifted Underachiever

· Observational Guide

· Self-nomination Form
· Nomination by Peer – form
· Peer Nomination Grid

· G & T Tracking Sheet

· Combined Class Evaluation forms (teachers, students, parents)

· Multiple Intelligences and Bloom’s Taxonomy [Pirozzo Consultancy Services]

· Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives and Information Skills
· Revised Taxonomy of Educational Objectives

GIFTED & TALENTED

STUDENTS 
SUPPORT MATERIALS
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